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Around 70 people, each with a black or 
white balloon, joined a march from Cherry 
Hall to Pearce-Ford Tower on Sunday to 
raise awareness of the death of Trayvon 
Martin.
WKU’s march was part of a nation-wide 
movement in protest of the killing and the 
police’s handling of the case surrounding 
Martin, a 17-year-old high school student 
from Florida.
In February, George Zimmerman, a 
community watch coordinator, allegedly 
killed Martin in self-defense. Martin’s 
family and others claim video surveillance 
proves otherwise. The case has since be-
come a national controversy.
Zimmerman has not been arrested for 
the shooting, with police saying there is no 
evidence to contradict Zimmerman’s story. 
Many who attended the rally held signs re-
garding what they call injustice for Martin.
“If we want justice, we have to demand 
it,” said former student Keaaron Johnson 
of Bowling Green, who helped coordinate 
with the event. “We have to fi ght for us.”
Addressing the crowd, Johnson said the 
march was not just about one race.
“It’s about right and wrong,” he said.
The march ended with the release of 
black and white balloons at PFT. Delta 
Sigma Theta sorority’s Sylvia Reyes, a se-
nior from Lawton, Okla., and one of the 
march’s organizers, read poetry before the 
balloons were released.
“Lines have been crossed, lives have 
been lost, long before the police were 
called,” she read.
The black balloons were to symbolize 
the racism Martin experienced, and the 17 
white balloons symbolized his age, Reyes 
said. The word “justice” was written on the 
white balloons.
Reyes said she believes the prejudice 
that Martin experienced exists at WKU in 
both students and faculty.
“I think it’s a problem that’s being 
swept under the rug,” she said.
Greek organizations are attempting to 
solve this problem but more needs to be 
done, Reyes said.
It’s Friday afternoon at the Nash-
ville Road location of the WKU Store 
and everyone is busy. 
The sound of vacuum cleaners hit-
ting dust and the chatter of store em-
ployees spreads throughout the store 
and fi lls the storefront as they prepare 
for the opening, which was Monday.
The Nashville Road location of the 
store is part of the Downing University 
Center’s $47 million renovation. 
After commencement, the DUC lo-
cation of the bookstore will be moved 
up the hill to the Garrett Conference 
Center Ballroom. The Nashville Road 
location is a temporary addition, at 
least for a year-and-a-half.
Jim Sears, assistant director of op-
erations for the store, said the original 
goal of the Nashville Road location 
was a space for a stockroom.
“Up in Garrett we don’t have space 
for a stockroom,” Sears said. “So this 
was going to be our receiving area. 
But we were thinking, ‘We’re going 
to have a really good storefront, and 
we’re losing all of our in-town shop-
pers because parking will be such an 
issue at Garrett.’”
Sears said it was decided that half of 
the Nashville Road location would be 
a storefront, and the other half would 
act as a stockroom for both stores.
The Nashville Road bookstore has 
a similar look to its DUC counterpart. 
The hooks that hold racks of WKU-
branded clothing were taken from 
DUC, and the paint and carpet colors 
make the new location feel familiar.
Sears said some things might 
change like merchandise depending 
on the reception to the store. 
He said merchandise at the Garrett 
location would appeal more to stu-
dents, while the Nashville Road loca-
tion plans to appeal to people in the 
community.
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Dodds talks 
SGA plans for 
next semester
Cory Dodds said he got involved with 
the Student Government Association in 
2010 as the information technology direc-
tor because of his interest in working with 
technology. 
But since then, he’s done work with the 
transcript voucher program, had meetings 
with director of parking services Jennifer 
Tougas regarding a safe-rides program and 
kept up with SGA’s websites. 
And last week, Dodds was elected SGA 
president with 44 percent of the 1,333 stu-
dent votes cast. 
Corey Johnson, an SGA senator, re-
ceived 35 percent of the vote. Austin Wing-
ate, who had served previously in SGA, got 
21 percent.
Dodds said he loves helping people, 
something he enjoyed while serving as an 
officer of the National FFA Organization 
during his freshman year at WKU.
“That’s really why I’m a political sci-
ence major, because I enjoy studying the 
different institutions and how they can ba-
sically improve the lives of others, and re-




SEE DODDS, PAGE 6A
JABIN E. BOTSFORD/HERALD
Students participate in a march in honor of Trayvon Martin Sunday afternoon held by the Eta Zeta chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity. The marchers started at Cherry Hall and walked to Pearce-Ford Tower.
Series to bring 
Tony winner
to WKU
Award-winning author, playwright and poet 
Ntozake Shange will visit WKU on April 9.
Shange’s presentation will take place at 7:30 
p.m. in Van Meter Hall and is free to students, 
faculty and the Bowling Green community as a 
part of the Cultural Enhancement Series spon-
sored by the Potter College of Arts and Letters.
Shange is best known for her Tony-award-
winning play “For Colored Girls Who Have 
Considered Suicide When the Rainbow is Enuf,” 
which led to its 2010 fi lm adaptation, “For Col-
ored Girls,” starring Whoopi Goldberg, Janet 
Jackson and Anika Noni Rose. 
Mina Doerner, assistant to the dean of Pot-
ter College and coordinator for the Cultural En-
hancement Series, said Shange is “bringing a 
performance aspect” to her presentation, some-




SEE SERIES, PAGE 3A
Sorority hosts march in honor of slain Florida teen
By TYLER PROCHAZKA
news@wkuherald.com
SEE TRAYVON, PAGE 3A
ALIX MATTINGLY/HERALD
Melvin Baldwin, a participant in Veterans Upward Bound at WKU, browses hats at the new WKU Store on 
Nashville Road. Baldwin, an Air Force veteran, is taking courses to learn how to use computers.
New WKU Store opens on Nashville Road
By MICHAEL MCKAY
news@wkuherald.com
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Hunt murmurs, capturing 
17-year-old Alex Nealy’s 
last chess piece be-
fore attacking the king. 
“You’re gonna lose. You 
don’t even have the con-
fidence to win. That’s 
what it takes.” 
Hunt, a WKU gradu-
ate student, along with 
a handful of other stu-
dents, gather at the Fac-
ulty House every Thurs-
day evening to practice 
chess, socialize and im-
prove their intellect. 
The primary initiator 
of the club, Hunt sees 
chess as a way to devel-
op critical thinking.
“It’s not so much 
learning, memorization 
and regurgitation — 
chess is really a method 
of thinking about how to 
think about things. Lots 
of great mathematicians 
are expert chess play-
ers,” Hunt said.
Hunt sees social out-
comes in chess too. 
“Kids who aren’t big-
time football players can 
play chess — handicaps, 
anything — they can still 
play,” he said. 
Ready to pursue foot-
ball in high school, Hunt 
discovered chess by 
chance when he was in 
the eighth grade. 
“I heard ‘chess club’ 
over the loudspeaker 
during practice. Nobody 
in my family played. I 
just wanted to try it,” he 
said. 
Hunt was quickly ad-
dicted to the game.
 “I played one game 
against a high school kid 
and got crushed. I played 
again because he called 
me a sissy, and then I 
beat him.” As a high 
school freshman, Hunt 
placed first nationally. 
“I was really just this 
country boy who’d rather 
play in the woods than 
go to school,” he said. “I 
was all of a sudden the 
smart kid. Things became 
completely different.”
The grad student 
hopes to bring about a 
similar transformation 
for students at WKU.
“Things were differ-
ent for me after I started 
playing. I think it’s that 
way for a lot of these 
kids,” Hunt said. 
The club has brought 
about change in Ken-
tucky by initiating 25 
school chess programs 
across five counties. 
The club also enjoys 
competition. WKU will 
host the fourth annual 
Chess Open at the Faculty 
House April 21 and 22. 
 Russian Super Grandmas-
ter Vladimir Malakhov 
and 14-year-old Woman 
Candidate Master Claudia 
Munoz will lecture and 
play at the event.
CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ Junior Terone Shephard, 
Spring Hill, Tenn., was issued a 
uniform citation for possession 
of marijuana on April 2.
■ Junior Jaclyn Lile, Meredith 
Hall, reported on March 31 that 
her computer was stolen from 
her room. The value of the 
theft is $1,000.
■ Freshman Justin Dwayne 
Perry, McCormack Hall, was 
cited on March 30 for posses-
sion of marijuana and para-
phernalia. 
■ Freshman LeAndra Kay 
Decker, Pearce-Ford Tower, 
reported on March 30 that her 
cell phone was stolen from her 
room. The value of the theft is 
$600.
Arrests
■ Sophomore Terrence Dun-
lap, Nashville, was arrested on 
April 2 and charged with failure 
to illuminate headlights, reck-
less driving, driving under the 
influence of drugs and wanton 
endangerment.
■ Freshman James Humphrey, 
Minton Hall, was arrested on 
April 1 and charged with alcohol 
intoxication in a public place.
■ Sophomore Lance Goodrum, 
Bowling Green, was arrested 
on April 1 and charged with 
alcohol intoxication in a public 
place.
Franklin, Ky., grad student Samuel Hunt, a member of the WKU Chess Club, concentrates on a 
game of chess at the Faculty House on Thursday. WKU Chess Club are part of a driving force 
bringing chess programs to area schools.
Photo & Story by
COOPER BURTON
CORRECTIONS
Due to a Herald error, Terri Woody’s 
name was incorrectly spelled in a front-
page caption in the March 30 issue of 
the Herald.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all 
confirmed errors that are brought to 
reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please 
call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to report 
a correction, or e-mail us at editor@
wkuherald.com.
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Come to “Dead or Alive?”  8:30 p.m. Thursday,  April 5th in Grise Hall Auditorium 
featuring Dr. Joe Trafton and Dr. Chad Synder. 
We have examined the claims of Jesus Christ and the evidence of His resurrection and have concluded that He is alive!
Is there good reason to believe this?  
He is not here; for He has risen, as He said.  Matthew 28:6
To learn more:Sponsored by: Christian Faculty & Staff Fellowship and CRU WKU




“A perfect example would be a Tervis 
Tumbler,” he said holding up the cup.
“They’re cool, and they sell really well,” 
he said. “A student is going to have a hard 
time paying $17 for it. Somebody in town is 
more likely to be able to buy it.”
It’s the opening day, and cars are 
beginning to fi ll up the parking lot. 
Megan Stephens, a December graduate, 
was working at the counter at 10 a.m. when 
the store opened.
Stephens said most of the people have 
been older so far. She said she hasn’t been 
asking people where they were from, but 
traffi c has been pretty steady.
The bookstore was giving out red towels 
for people who bought things opening day. 
Linda Todd, an associate professor 
of Professional Studies, went to the new 
bookstore to buy two red towels.
“I’m fi xing to go to a convention in 
Boston, and hopefully we can have our 
picture made with our red towels,” Todd 
said.
Todd works at South Campus, right next 
to the Nashville Road store. She said she 
hoped the new store would last there forever.
“I think it’s a wonderful idea,” she said. 
“People in the community are excited about 
it too.”
An offi cial grand opening of the Nashville 
Road location has yet to be announced.
STORE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
“Ms. Shange will be very different 
from usual speakers,” Doerner said. 
“It’s going to be something more than 
just listening to her talk about how she 
wrote the play. She’ll be performing 
her works and bringing them to life.”
Jane Olmsted, director of Gender 
and Women’s Studies, and her 
department are cosponsoring Shange’s 
presentation and an additional 
roundtable discussion with the author.
“Shange is a fabulous poet and 
writer, and the fact that her book was 
made into a movie made it so timely,” 
Olmsted said in a March 14 interview 
with the Herald.
“It’s always good to be inspired by 
people who’ve done great things and to 
put them on a personal level,” Olmsted 
said.
According to the Cultural 
Enhancement homepage, Shange’s 
presentation is open to the public, 
and “seating is on a first-come, first-
seated basis.” However, the roundtable 
discussion with the author requires an 
invitation, Doerner said.
Shange is the final speaker in 
Potter College’s 2011-2012 Cultural 
Enhancement Series. Previously this 
year, the series has featured National 
Public Radio contributor James 
Fallows and ice cream tycoon Jerry 
Greenfield of Ben & Jerry’s.
Doerner said she can’t encourage 
students enough to take advantage of 
Shange’s visit to WKU.
“How often do you see someone so 
widely recognized for free?” Doerner 
asked. “Any opportunity students have 




Charlotte Babb, 24, center, of Bowling Green, 
holds a candle during the candlelight vigil at 
Take Back The Night on Thursday at the War-
ren County Justice Center. The vigil followed a 
march in which participants marched one mile 
around Bowling Green, starting at the Warren 
County Justice Center, to spread awareness of 
sexual violence.
Some alumni returned to WKU to 
participate in the march. Alice Gatewood 
Waddell of Bowling Green, who attended 
WKU in the 1970s, had her own 
experience of prejudice on campus.
Waddell said she was the fi rst African-
American to be voted Homecoming 
queen of WKU. However, she said for the 
fi rst time in WKU’s history, there was a 
re-vote.
“We had to vote twice because they 
didn’t want to recognize it as legitimate,” 
Waddell said.
Waddell said she hopes the march 
will cause students to become aware of 
injustice that exists both on campus and 
around the country.
Waddell’s son, Jan Waddell, joined his 
mother at the rally.
“My son could have been Trayvon,” 
Alice Waddell said.
She said this is because her son has 
also been profi led in Kentucky.
“Any time I go into a store, I get 
watched,” Jan Waddell said.
However, both Waddells remain 
hopeful that justice will be served for 
Martin.
Another alumnus who attended WKU 
in the 1970s, James Glore, said he’s 
concerned that what happened in Florida 
to Martin is part of a trend of people 
taking the law into their own hands.
Like Waddell, Glore said he also 
experienced some prejudice when he was 
attending WKU. After going to a football 
game between WKU and the University 
of Louisville, Glore said police stopped 
him and his sister and accused them of 
robbing a store.
“They had us laying on the street with 
their guns drawn,” he said.
At the end of the march, Johnson said 
he did not want this movement just to be 
a trend on Twitter or a post on Facebook.
To truly solve the issue, Johnson said 
students have to become united and look 
beyond race.
“We can’t see each other as strangers 








1633  U.S. W By Pass
BETWEEN NASHVILL RD AND BROADWAY
Monterey Ranch Crispy Chicken Sandwich 99¢
Jr. Cheeseburger Deluxe 99¢
Crispy Chicken Caesar Wrap 99¢
Crispy Chicken Sandwich 99¢
5-piece Spicy Chicken Nuggets 99¢
Sour Cream & Chive Baked Potato 99¢
Value Fry 99¢
Small Frosty 99¢
Any Size Soft Drink 99¢
(Excludes new Signature Beverage)
Expires 5.31.12
1633 U.S. 31-W By Pass
Expires 5.31.12
FREE SINGLE
1633 U.S. 31-W By Pass
Expires 5.31.12
Free 1/4lb. Single Cheeseburger 
with the purchase of a Small 
Frosty & Small Fries.
Limit one offer per coupon per visit. Limit one offer per coupon per visit.
College Heights Herald • Western Kentucky University  4.3.12
WKUHERALD.COM
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*Denotes editorial board 
members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays during the school 
year. The fi rst copy is free 
and additional copies are 50 
cents each, available in the 





The Herald encourages readers to 
write letters and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. Here are a 
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 
words. Commentaries should be 
about 500 words and include a 
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't 
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and com-
mentaries MUST include your name, 
phone number, home town and 
classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edi-
tion due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to 
edit all letters for style, grammar, 
length and clarity. The Herald does 
NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 







“I have. I do an after-school 
program with the kids in 






“A lot. I’m the chapter 
president for Kappa 
Sigma, so we’ve done a 
Toys For Tots drive, Unity 
Step Show, Up ‘til Dawn 





“This semester, no. Last se-
mester, almost every week, 
but with my busy schedule 
I haven’t been able to.”
“Have you participated 
in any philanthropy 
events or projects that 
benefi ted the commu-
nity this semester?”
people
 Greek philanthropy across campus deserves praise
THE ISSUE: Although Greek 
Week is more than two weeks 
away, many Greek organizations 
at WKU are making their service 
presence known as they have host-
ed different philanthropy events 
during the last month.
OUR STANCE: The Herald 
believes service to be a great thing, 
and we commend the Greek orga-
nizations around campus for not 
only doing service but also doing 
it in a big way.
Mention the word “Greek” to 
some college students and it may 
conjure up images of the one-
dimensional characters they’ve 
been portrayed as on TV shows 
and movies. 
The stereotypical men in togas 
drinking from kegs and ditzy so-
rority girls have become an un-
fortunate staple in the minds of 
many college students as well as 
students who don’t attend college.
However, the past few weeks 
have seen many Greeks at WKU 
go against the grain and do huge 
philanthropy events for the Bowl-
ing Green community and orga-
nizations across the country that 
have turned out to be successful, 
both in attendance and fi nances.
Last week’s Unity Step-Off 
raised more than $3,700 for the 
March of the Dimes. Phi Gamma 
Delta, or Fiji, had a Spring Luau 
for the Bowling Green Fam-
ily Enrichment Center that raised 
more than $1,000. Omega Phi Al-
pha’s St. Baldrick’s event raised 
$10,000 for the foundation. The 
Kappa Delta Shamrock Shootout 
raised more than $20,000 for the 
Enrichment Center. Up ’til Dawn 
raised more than $67,000. And if 
Sigma Chi’s annual Fight Night 
ever gets approved, it could raise 
more than $15,000 for cancer re-
search. 
Philanthropy around campus has 
even made national waves.
The Interfraternity Council re-
cently hosted Walk a Mile in 
Her Shoes to raise awareness for 
violence against women, and the 
event gained national attention by 
being picked up by the Huffi ng-
ton Post.
This event is notable because 
it was more than just playing a 
sport or performing — the men 
walked a mile in red high heels, 
which put them in a position that, 
while funny, made an important 
statement about violence against 
women. 
The Greek organizations on 
campus have shown what an im-
pact a group of people can make 
when they work collectively, 
and they have realized there is 
strength in numbers. 
One can conclude that the rea-
son Greek philanthropy has been 
so successful is because the orga-
nizations are not only attending 
their own events but also because 
the organizations support each 
other. When there is such a large 
network across campus, it makes 
it hard to fail.
The best part is that there are 
many more philanthropy events 
coming up with the chance to do 
more good and raise more money.
While it’s easy to point out 
and criticize the mistakes and 
incidents that the Greeks have 
had over the years (rush week 
violations, hazing, etc.), it’s also 
important to recognize the hard 
work and effort it takes to come 
up with and plan philanthropy 
events. 
With that, the Herald commends 
the Greek organizations that are 
doing good across campus.
This editorial represents the 
majority opinion of the Herald’s 
10-member editorial board.
EDITORIAL
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wkuherald.com iPhone AppAndroid App
ACROSS 
1   Hockey great Bobby __
4   Flowed back
9   Grouch
13   __-up; slower Internet 
access
15   Treasure __; valuable fi nd
16   Employ
17   Take a nap
18   Funny fellow
19   Shade trees
20   Capable of learning
22   Take 10
23   Escaped
24   __ day now; soon
26   Seaman
29   Determined
34   __ up; totaled
35   Septic tank alternative
36   Item for confession
37   Fishing worm, for example
38   Rescued
39   Dad's sister
40   Subject for Freud
41   Boring tool
42   Mournful hymn
43   __ courses; classes for 
failing students
45   Clothes bin
46   Deteriorate
47   Throw
48   One of the Three Bears
51   No-shows
56   Has bills to pay
57   Supreme __; God
58   __ and pepper shakers
60   Infrequent
61   Bicyclist Armstrong
62   Night twinkler
63   Observed
64   Lawn tool
65   Secret agent
DOWN
1   Unusual
2   Public uprising
3   Level, as a building
4   Engraver
5   Wide
6   Explosive device
7   Sinister
8   Dead
9   Ladd or Tiegs
10   Irritate
11   Up in __; angry
12   Finest
14   Brochure
21   Clumsy one
25   And not
26   Fencing sword
27   Proverb; saying
28   Colloquial phrase
29   __ in; enjoy
30   Pitcher
31   Seize by force
32   Slight coloring
33   Pass into
35   Long narrative
38   Appropriate
39   Without purpose
41   "Much __ About Nothing"
42   Pub game projectile
44   Wiped away
45   Appetite
47   Consequently
48   Additional amount
49   Take __; subtract
50   French mother
52   Rosary piece
53   Croon
54   Dines
55   __ in the face; insult
59   Attempt
THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Jacqueline E. Mathews
During what years 
did Coach Michelle 
Clark-Head play Lady 
Topper basketball?
Call (270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzle today!
Do you have campus events you would 
like to be included in the 
'TAKE A BREAK' calendar? 
Be sure to let us know!
Email your events to editor@wkuherald.com
@MattSmith113: UK is reppin 
strong down here at WKU! -sent 4/2
@OnlyRealB_Mac: All these 
kids here wearin UK shirts. Man get 
a life and go to UK then. Yall are 
clearly at WKU! I hope KU wins. 
-sent 4/2
@halliepenn22: I dreamed WKU 
was opening a bakery for students to 
run for class credit #wishitweretrue 
-sent 4/2
@TaylorPIMPerton: Thanks to 
all who helped make @WKUKD 
Shamrock Shootout 2012 a success! 
#preventchildabuseamerica-sent 4/1
@RyleJake: Oh joy. #WKU In-
tramurals is allowing us to play 
TWO full games of softball for a 
regular season. What a freaking 
joke. -sent 4/1
@Daniellemcd22: Just realized 
that most of these people cheering 
for uk now was cheering for wku 
at the beginning to beat uk! #Band-
wagoners #SMH -sent 3/28
Classifi eds Manager: Alex Weires
advertising@wkuherald.com
 Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but can-
not guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to 
send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible 




For Sale or 
For Rent? 
Call 270-745-2653
Now interviewing and hiring 
servers, bartenders, and kitchen 
help. Apply in person. 
Wild Hawgs Smokehouse
160 River Place Avenue near 
intersection of Louisville Road 
and Porter Pike.
Southland Pool is seeking hard 
working, enthusiastic lifeguards 
for the 2012 season. We are 
a family swim club looking 
for guards who are friendly, 
courteous and looking for a 
great summer job. For more 
information about applying 
for a lifeguard or head guard 
position, please e-mail 
grant.heckman@gmail.com
Indian Hills Country Club
now hiring servers and 
bartenders. 
Experience preferred. 
Apply in person. 270-842-0041
15 acre farm work on weekends. 
Gardening and fencing 9-5. 
Call 270-781-9006
Retail Pool Company
Now hiring for full time and 
part time retail clerk and 
outside service positions. 
Chemistry/Biology experience 
helpful but not required. 
Fun atmosphere plus bonus 
package. Great summer job. 
Apply in person from 10-6 




MAKE $8,450 THIS 
SUMMER! Don’t waste 
another summer. Invest in 
a summer of outstanding 
sales and leadership 
training. Find out why 
students with FasTrac 
experience are getting 
great jobs after graduation. 
Call Kyle at 615-403-7445
Lecture: A Nation Without Class: The 1970s and 
   the Origins of Our Own Time by Cornell 
   professor Jefferson Cowie the annual Lowell 
   and Penny Harrison Distinguished Lecture, Van 
   Meter Hall, 7 p.m.
Far Away Places Series: Ernest Hemingway 
   and Spain: Or How a Land Can Attract a Man 
   by Ricardo Marin Ruiz, professor at University 
   de Castilla-La Mancha in Albacete, Spain, 
   Barnes & Noble, 7 p.m.
Concert: Casting Crowns Come to the Well Tour 
   with special guests Matthew West, Royal Tailor 
   and Lindsay McCaul. Diddle Arena. Ticket 
   prices are $17, $27, $37 and $77, 7 p.m.
WKU Block & Bridle Little North American, 
   L.D. Brown Agricultural Exposition Center, 8 a.m.
Softball vs. Troy, WKU Softball Complex, 1 p.m.
Recital: Trombone Studio, Music Hall’s Choral 
   Rehearsal Hall, Free admission, 1 p.m.
Thoughts on Pop Series: Popular Culture Stud-
   ies lectures by Guy Jordan and Angela Jerome, 
   Faculty House, 4 p.m.
Concert: WKU Percussion Ensemble with Mark 
   Berry, Music Hall’s Choral Rehearsal Hall, 
   Free admission, 7:30 p.m.
Creative Writing Reading Series: Stacia Flee-
   gal, Cherry Hall, room 125, 7 p.m.
Cultural Enhancement Series: Ntozake Shange, 
   Van Meter Hall, Free admission, 7:30 p.m.
Room Naming Ceremony in honor of the late 
   Dr. John C. Wassom, WKU South Campus, 
   room 115, 2 p.m.
Softball vs. Troy, doubleheader, WKU Softball 
   Complex, 5 p.m.
KMEA Band/Orchestra Festival, Van Meter 
   Hall, 8 a.m.
Pesticide Licensing Exam, L.D. Brown Agricul-
   tural Expo Center, 10 a.m.
Film Screening/Presentation: American Smart 
   Cinema, a screening of The Savages followed 
   by presentation at 5 p.m. by R. Barton Palmer 
   of Clemson University and Claire Perkins of 
   Monash University in Australia, Cherry Hall, 
   room 125, 2:30 p.m.
Lecture: Kenya at Glance by Bernadette Om-
   bayo, Fulbright Language Teaching Assistant, 
   Faculty House, 4 p.m.
Lecture: Bryan Anderson motivational speaker, 
   Iraq war veteran and author of No Turning 
   Back, DUC Auditorium, 5 p.m.
Boyd-Lubker Visiting Scholars Program: 
   Family Recreation: It’s More than Just Fun and 
   Games by Dr. Ramon B. Zabriskie of Brigham 
   Young University, Gary A. Ransdell Hall Audi-
   torium, 7 p.m.
Current SGA President Billy Stephens 
said he approves of Dodds as his successor. 
He said Dodds is the best political mind and 
the best person to work with other people out 
of the last three presidents.
“I know Dodds is going to do better and 
brighter things than I ever dreamed of, so I 
mean, the campus is in good hands,” Ste-
phens said.
Dodds’ top priority is to implement a safe 
rides program in the fall.
Dodds also said he plans to improve 
transparency in SGA by putting judicial re-
cords and executive committee meeting min-
utes online. He would also like to start taking 
minutes at Organizational Aid meetings.
“Really, in my opinion, there are a num-
ber of reforms we could do in the senate to 
make us more accountable, and one of those 
is basically committee assignments,” Dodds 
said.
His new plan for getting senators to stick 
with their committees is assigning a commit-
tee to each senator rather than letting them 
choose which meeting to attend week to 
week. Committees include student affairs, 
academic affairs, Organizational Aid, public 
relations and campus improvements.
While senators would get to list their pref-
erences, their committees would be assigned 
to them.
“One thing that I’m interested in explor-
ing is doing a few constitutional changes to 
where each college has a senator, and only 
students in that college can vote for their col-
lege senator,” Dodds said. 
“I mean, all the different majors, we face 
different problems, and not all those majors 
are represented in the student senate, and so 
I think that’s a good way to address many of 
the different problems that we face.”
Dodds also wants to make it mandatory 
for graduate and teaching assistants to un-
dergo evaluations.
“…We deserve a certain level of qual-
ity and accessibility to our instructors, and 
I think that’s defi nitely lacking, so I hope to 
implement those evaluations for the fall,” 
Dodds said.
Dodds said he’s very grateful for the help 
other SGA members gave him during his 
campaign.
“I couldn’t have done it by myself,” 
Dodds said.
Travis Taylor, SGA’s director of academic 
and student affairs, helped Dodds with his 
campaign. Taylor said that while any of the 
three candidates would have done well in 
offi ce, he felt that Dodds was the one doing 
more than was asked of him.
“You know, he was going to these meet-
ings that he didn’t have to go to, he was orga-
nizing these projects that he didn’t have to,” 
Taylor said. “He was just going above and 
beyond, and that showed me that he has the 
work ethic for that job.” 
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The WKU English Depart-
ment and the School of Jour-
nalism and Broadcasting will 
host an American Smart Cin-
ema screening and presentation 
on Tues., April 3.
The screening begins at 2:30 
p.m. with “The Savages.” The 
movie is a dark family drama 
that exemplifi es smart fi lms.
At 4:30 p.m., Claire Perkins, 
a fi lm and television scholar 
at Monash University in Aus-
tralia, will display her book, 
“American Smart Cinema,” 
and refreshments will be pro-
vided.
At 5 p.m., Perkins and R. 
Barton Palmer, director of fi lm 
studies at Clemson University, 
will participate in a panel pre-
sentation.
In her article “Becoming-
democratic,” Perkins said that 
smart cinema is often anti-uto-
pia and attempts to expose the 
evils of suburbia.
“In these fi lms, the family 
and suburbia are parallel mod-
els of ‘planned environments’ 
that limit and control the action 
and identity of characters,” 
Perkins said.
American Smart Cinema in-
cludes fi lms like Magnolia, The 
Safety of Objects and Donnie 
Darko.
Associate professor Dawn 
Hall said activities like this 
help raise awareness about the 
growing fi lm major.
“WKU now has a fi lm ma-
jor as well as a fi lm minor,” 
Hall said. “Hosting an event 
that exposes students to mul-
tiple types of fi lm as well as 
to scholars who publish in the 
fi eld helps enrich their educa-
tional experience.”
Ted Hovet, coordinator for 
the fi lm major and minor, said 
WKU fi lm students look to 
smart cinema when making and 
writing about fi lms.
“Student fi lmmakers who 
want to get away from the usu-
al Hollywood formula look to 
American Smart Cinema for 
inspiration,” Hovet said. “Also, 
when I assign essays and pre-
sentations in my fi lm classes, 
students often choose fi lms by 
these directors to research and 
write about.”
Hovet said students also 
choose the themes of smart 
cinema for fi lms they enter into 
the WKU fi lm festival.
“I haven’t seen this year’s 
festival submissions yet, but 
I’m sure that some will show 
that infl uence again,” he said.
Senior Stefan Meadows is 
the president of the fi lm club 
and is working on a fi lm for the 
festival.
“I am in a script-writing 
class this semester, and I know 
that the fi lms have personally 
infl uenced my screen writing 
and the way I approach the 
themes in my work,” Meadows 
said.
The 17th Annual WKU Film 
Festival takes place May 2-4 in 
Mass Media and Technology 
Hall.
WKU highlights growing fi lm genre





Supporters applaud Student Government Association president-elect, Smithland junior Cory 
Dodds, Friday morning in the SGA offi  ce in Downing University Center.
After two months of hard 
work and practice in prepa-
ration for this year’s “Holly-
wood on the Hill” themed “Rip 
the Runway” fashion show, 
spectators and coordinators 
alike agree that the event was 
a success.
“The show turned out well,” 
Louisville senior Joia Talbott 
said. “It started off kind of 
hectic at first, but it came to-
gether nicely.”
Talbott, who appeared on 
BET’s nationally televised 
“Rip the Runway,” assisted in 
Black Student Alliance’s own 
version at WKU.
Students, family and friends 
arrived early Friday evening 
for a show that featured mod-
els in eight scenes total. At 
around 6 p.m., the Downing 
University Center Auditorium 
started to fill up, and specta-
tors displayed their own styles 
and fashions while posing on 
the red carpet.
The show began with a mo-
ment of silence and tribute to 
Trayvon Martin, an unarmed 
Florida teen who was killed by 
a neighborhood watch captain 
after walking to a convenience 
store. Martin’s death has re-
cently made national headlines 
due to allegations of racism 
and claims of self defense.
Models wore different color 
hoodies to commemorate Mar-
tin’s death. Martin was wear-
ing a hoodie when he was shot.
Immediately after, Nash-
ville junior Mariah Tibbs sang 
the Black National Anthem 
and Chris Brown’s “Turn up 
the Music,” got the crowd go-
ing for the first scene.
Tracey Gibbs, a Texas na-
tive who now lives in Nash-
ville, drove to see her cousin 
Nashville sophomore Michelle 
Lynum in the show.
“So far the show is excit-
ing, and I like the energy,” 
Gibbs said. “They’re bringing 
it, and everybody’s getting 
it.”
The three hosts kept the 
crowd engaged with their 
jokes and crowd involvement.
Louisville sophomore Take-
la Brent played a huge part in 
the excitement for the night 
when she was brought on stage 
to teach host Louisville senior 
Christa Walker the moves to 
“Beef it Up” — a dance that 
originated in Atlanta.
Brent also participated in 
a University of Kentucky vs. 
University of Louisville battle 
for who would advance into 
the NCAA’s basketball cham-
pionship.
“I love being in the spot-
light, which is why I’m trying 
to go into broadcast, TV, radio, 
and I just like to show people 
a good time,” Brent said. “Ev-
erybody doesn’t have the mo-
tivation to get up and do what 
I did, so I just like stepping out 
of the box.”
Overall, coordinator and 
Louisville senior Candice Ad-
ams was proud.
“I think the show turned out 
great, and it was one of the 
best shows that we’ve had,” 
Adams said. “I think I really 
pulled off everything that I 
wanted — the red carpet event 
and the show turned out good, 
so I think whoever does it next 
year has big shoes to fill.”




A model adds a last-second coat of lipstick using the refl ection in a pair of sunglasses before taking the stage 
during the Black Student Alliance’s Rip the Runway in the DUC auditorium Friday.  A series of men’s and women’s 
styles following various themes for the spring and summer seasons were put on display at the annual event. 
$20, $25, 
$25, $40
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2011-2012 CULTUR AL ENHANCEMENT SERIES  PRESENTS
Monday 
April 9, 2012 
7:30 pm 
Van Meter Hall
Ntozake Shange, poet, novelist, playwright, and 
performer, wrote the Broadway-produced and 
Obie Award-winning For Colored Girls Who Have 
Considered Suicide/When the Rainbow Is Enuf. She 
has also written numerous works of fiction, including 
Sassafras, Cypress and Indigo, Betsy Brown, and Liliane.
CO-SPONSORED BY THE GENDER & WOMEN’S STUDIES PROGRAM’S 





All events are FREE and open to WKU students, faculty, staff, and the general public.
Seating is on a first-come, first-seated basis.
For more information, call 270-745-5204.
WKU STUDENTS: This event will be SWIPED into your 
Student Engagement Activity Transcript or S.E.A.T.
WKU is receiving a very 
special gift from the  Bosnian 
University of Sarajevo.
Faruk Caklovica, president of 
the University of Sarajevo, will 
have a copy of his book “1,479 
Days, The Siege of University 
of Sarajevo: A documentary 
overview of events 1992-1995,” 
presented to WKU President 
Gary Ransdell on Tuesday at 6 
p.m. on the second fl oor of Ivan 
Wilson Center for Fine Arts 
gallery. 
Mirzet Mustafi c, who 
attended the University of 
Sarajevo, and his daughter, 
Majda Mustafi c will present the 
book for Caklovica. 
Donna Renaud, 
communications instructor, is 
coordinating the event.
“This has such signifi cance 
because it’s a part of the 
documentary written about the 
over-1,400 days of Bosnian 
turmoil,” Renaud said. “During 
that time, the university never 
stopped having classes. It was 
incredible.”
Renaud said the book focuses 
on the War on Bosnia, detailing 
the university’s activities despite 
the ongoing turmoil. Renaud 
said there is particular meaning 
behind WKU receiving the book 
due to Bowling Green’s large 
Bosnian population.
“It’s from one president 
to another,” Renaud said. 
“That’s really important to this 
community.”
Department of 
Communications Head Helen 
Sterk is set to welcome guests 
to Tuesday’s presentation, 
according to the program outline.





Sterk said Renaud’s strong 
connection with the Bowling 
Green Bosnian community has 
been a “valuable resource” in 
getting this event together. 
“Donna was originally the 
one who found out about the 
book, and everything fell into 
place from there,” Sterk said. 
“Sometimes, really good, 
benefi cial accidents happen, and 
I think this is one of them.”
Currently, the University 
of Sarajevo has around 50,000 
students enrolled, and it ranks 
among some of the largest 
European universities, according to 
the University of Sarajevo website.
“Whenever this university 
can connect the community and 
when those two can connect with 
the world, it expands WKU’s 
reach,” Sterk said.
After the book has been 
presented, it will remain on 
display in the Kentucky Library. 
Renaud said the book will not 
be available for check-out, but 
guests may take a look at it 
whenever they wish.




Vote online at wkuherald.com or by returning a paper ballot 
to Student Publications by April 20.
College Heights Herald
Must be WKU student, faculty or staff with valid 800 number to vote. Can only vote once. 
@wkuherald
Vote for your favorites in and around 
Bowling Green to enter for a chance 
to win an iPad or WKU gear!
Students dealing with cracked bed 
frames or leaky faucets will have to 
report their problems using a new 
program. 
The GET IT work order system was 
replaced with InSite, a new online 
system from Sodexo, last month. 
InSite is now the way that all campus 
buildings report maintenance issues.
Charles Jones, director of Facilities 
Management, said InSite is very 
similar to the GET IT system but with 
improvements.
“The old system had challenges,” 
Jones said.
InSite is a little more user-friendly, 
Jones said.
Rodney Hull, manager of Housing 
and Residence Life for Facilities 
Management, said the old system was 
outdated. 
Hull said that with InSite, the 
requesters will be given a work order 
number and sent progress and updates 
on a repair through automatic emails.
“It will keep the student in the loop 
to what’s going on,” Hull said.
HRL Director Brian Kuster said 
another aspect of InSite is that the 
program will allow students to see 
every request they have ever filed.
Kuster said the increased level 
of access students have will keep 
problems from “falling in the cracks.”
“You can say, ‘Look, I want to talk 
about this work order,’ and we can go 
and find it,” Kuster said.
Kuster said the new system will 
also make it easier for HRL to see if 
buildings are having the same types of 
problems.
He gave an example of plumbing on 
the third floor of Minton Hall. He said 
reviewing the work orders filed would 
help HRL to check the building over 
the summer.
Before anyone can file a maintenance 
request they must register online with 
InSite on maintenanceconnection.com.
HRL sent out an email to students 
living in dorms about the registration 
process last week.
Kuster said resident hall directors 
met to learn the new system and to help 
students register.
Louisville junior Sarah Sheldon, a 
resident assistant in Southwest Hall, 
said RAs will be trained on the system 
in a monthly training seminar about 
housing operations.
Sheldon said Southwest has a 
maintenance worker who can take 
requests but said she was able to use 
InSite last week.
“I reported something in my room 
Thursday, and they came and fixed it 
by Friday,” she said.
Maintenance Connection takes one 
business day to confirm someone on 
the system after setting up an account 
with InSite.
Sheldon said students who can’t 
wait for registration could still report 
an issue.
“If it’s an emergency maintenance 
issue, you can report it to the front desk 
or your local RA,” she said.










car in Lexington 
Monday after 
UK’s 69-61 victory 
over Louisville in 
Saturday's Final 
Four game. 
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WKU traveled on Saturday 
to Oxford, Miss., where they 
faced scorching temperatures 
and more than 30 schools at the 
Ole Miss Invitational.
Throwers and runners faced 
competition like Alabama, Mis-
sissippi and Southern Illinois, 
and they did so in temperatures 
that reached the mid-80s.
“There were a lot of great 
teams competing, especially 
in the throws,” senior thrower 
Monteka Flowers said. “I used 
the other great throwers there as 
a chance for me to be pushed to 
compete at a higher intensity… 
The environment was very com-
petitive (Saturday) despite the 
weather, which was insane.”
Flowers fi nished seventh in 
the discus with a toss of 143-
4, while also placing seventh 
in the hammer with a throw of 
187-3.
Although Flowers felt that 
competition was tougher, team-
mate Houston Croney said that 
conditions were just hotter.
Croney, who moved into 
fourth all-time for the Topper 
record books in hammer throw 
during Vanderbilt’s Black and 
Gold Invitational, said he didn’t 
do as well as he’d expected.
“My technique was off… so 
I just have to practice harder 
this week to make next week 
better,” he said.
Assistant coach Craig More-
head said technique isn’t the 
only thing Croney must im-
prove on.
“Houston is right that he 
needs some technical improve-
ment, but he also needs to de-
velop more consistency,” More-
head said. “He had a really 
good hammer meet last week 
at Vanderbilt, so now he needs 
to work on stringing together 
a good series every week, and 
then string together several 
good meets in a row… when he 
is able to do that, then he will 
be in a position to hit some big 
throws at the end of the year 
when we enter championship 
season.”
Overall, Morehead said he 
was pleased with his team.
“For the throwers, it was a 
very good meet,” he said. “Any 
time you are at a meet with a 
team like Southern Illinois, the 
bar is raised, and that quality 
competitive atmosphere brings 
the best out of everyone.”
On the track side, senior 
sprinter Cailean Robinson, who 
said on Wednesday that he ex-
pected to race over the week-
end, didn’t run.
Robinson has been out since 
pulling a hamstring during in-
door season.
“My trainer said he was ner-
vous to allow me to run, so my 
fi rst offi cial meet back will be 
our home meet,” Robinson said 
of the Hilltopper Relays on 
April 14.
As the teams split this week-
end to travel to Bellarmine, 
Stanford and Florida, Robinson 
will work on his recovery.
“I will be attending a meet clos-
er to home or just training through 
the week to prepare for my out-
door debut at home,” he said.
Senior sprinter Marcus Pope 
has also been saddled by an in-
jury.
Sophomore Marcus Win-
stead, a teammate who is used 
to running with Pope on the 
4x400-meter relay team, said 
that Pope was hurt right before 
his scheduled event to compete 
in the hurdles.
The Toppers earned four 
of the top eight fi nishes in the 
men’s 1,500 meters. Sophomore 
David Mokone led the pack 
with a time of 3:48.31. Joseph 
Chebet placed third overall and 
moved into fi fth all-time WKU 
record books with a time of 
3:51.11.
For the women’s team, soph-
omore sprinter Gelela Cooley 
clocked a personal-best time of 
11.93 seconds in the 100-meter 
dash.
“I felt great this weekend,” 
Cooley said. “Competition was 
a little harder, but I did not let 
that get to me… I always get 
into my zone and tell myself to 
run my race.”
WKU’s women’s and men’s 
relay teams fi nished the meet by 
both placing third. The women 
passed the baton with a time 
of 3:45.01, and the men earned 
a time of 3:10.95 — 4.37 sec-
onds faster than time clocked 
at Vanderbilt’s Black and Gold 
Invitational.
Sophomore sprinter 
De’Myco Winston said he was 
proud of his team with the com-
petition they faced.
“It was good to see the 400 
competition... Pretty good times 
were put up, but nothing spec-
tacular. The 4x4 was good — 
just minor adjustments we need 
to make,” he said.




Louisville sophomore Anna Schreiner awaits the start of a race March 24 
during the Vanderbilt Black & Gold Track Meet in Nashville.
TRACK & FIELD
SGA supports Big Red’s trip to Mascot Nationals
SOFTBALL
After dropping a pair of one-run games 
against North Texas, WKU avoided the 
series sweep in unusual fashion. 
WKU’s series fi nale on Sunday ended 
in a 6-6 tie after seven innings of play. 
The game was called due to WKU’s 5 
p.m. fl ight from Dallas to Nashville that, 
had the game gone any 
later, the team would have 
risked missing. 
The game was sched-
uled for a noon start time, 
but the fi rst pitch was de-
layed. 
“We actually started 
late since there were some 
fi eld diffi culties,” said 
Head Coach Tyra Perry. 
“So there were a couple of 
things that were out of our 
control.” 
Junior outfi elder Katrina 
Metoyer also found the sit-
uation unusual.
“At the end of the game, 
I even said ‘I don’t even 
know when that’s hap-
pened,’” she said. “We’ve 
played for three years of 
college now, and that’s 
never happened.
“The last time that hap-
pened was in 10 and under, probably.” 
Perry said she’s unsure how the tie will 
affect their standings but also expressed 
disappointment that they weren’t able to 
win in seven innings. 
“We actually played well through most 
of the innings. We just couldn’t fi nish,” 
she said. 
The Lady Toppers (21-14-1, 4-4-1 Sun 
Belt Conference) were up by two heading 
into what would be the game’s fi nal frame 
when junior pitcher Kim Wagner gave up 
a two run home run that tied the game at 
six.  
With their fl ight only a few hours from 
taking off, WKU didn’t get an opportuni-
ty to win it in extras, and the game ended 
in a tie.
Perry said their inability to fi nish 
plagued them in the doubleheader against 
the Mean Green on Saturday, though she 
did note that the hitting had improved 
from recent games. 
“We were stringing hits together more 
than we were previously,” she said “Dur-
ing our warmups, we’ve been doing a lot 
of tracking, so I think we’ve just been see-
ing the ball better.” 
Runs weren’t as plentiful in the second 
game of a doubleheader as 
WKU lost 4-3. 
The loss came when 
WKU was up by a run 
heading into the bottom of 
the seventh. A throwing er-
ror by sophomore infi elder 
Olivia Watkins put a run-
ner on fi rst base with junior 
pitcher Mallorie Sulaski in 
the circle.
“We had some key er-
rors in the innings where 
the other team scored,” 
Perry said. “That’s some-
thing we’ve got to work 
on.” 
Sulaski gave up a home 
run later that inning, giv-
ing North Texas the walk-
off win.  
The Lady Toppers’ se-
ries opening loss yielded 
the most offense produc-
tion of the weekend. Even though Wagner 
and sophomore pitcher Emily Rousseau 
gave up fi ve runs in the seventh, Perry 
gave the offense credit. 
“They worked their process and got a 
couple of key hits in key times… to give 
us the lead going into the 7th,” she said. 
Perry said that she wanted to challenge 
her pitchers more in practice in the hopes 
of making them more confi dent late in 
games. 
“It’s mostly pressure situations at this 
point and how we respond to them,” Perry 
said when talking about her team’s late in-
ning losses. “There’s been times this year 
when we’ve responded well, and there have 
been others where we’ve given in a little.” 
WKU will continue their conference 
schedule against Troy at home this week-
end. First pitch will be at 5 p.m. Friday.
Big Red is going to the 2012 
Mascot Nationals on April 11-
15 and the Student Government 
Association is doing its part to 
help the mascot get there.
SGA passed a bill at last 
Tuesday’s meeting that allo-
cated $500 from the general 
senate fund for Big Red’s trip 
to the Mascot Nationals in 
Daytona, Fla. 
While $500 won’t pay for the 
whole trip, that’s the maximum 
amount that committees can give. 
Paula Davids, athletic mar-
keting assistant, said the to-
tal cost of the trip to date is 
$1,566.83. 
Natalie Broderick, SGA’s 
student affairs committee 
head, said the Athletic Depart-
ment also provides funding for 
the trip.
The money will go toward 
paying for  hotel accommo-
dations, travel expenses and 
props such as paint, nails, 
wood, paneling and whatever 
else Big Red’s team will need.
Broderick said these props 
are needed because the mas-
cots all do a skit during the 
competition, so they need sup-
plies for items such as back-
drops and costumes.
The idea was something 
Broderick said she wanted to 
support right away.
“Big Red is the face of 
Western,” Broderick said. 
“He’s the image that every-
body thinks of when they see 
it — I just thought it was a 
good thing for us to support 
and show that we cared.”
Broderick referred to Da-
vids as “Big Red’s mom” and 
said Davids is in charge of 
technical aspects and appear-
ances regarding Big Red.
Davids said this is Big 
Red’s fourth year at nationals. 
“I think it’s great for West-
ern because we have a lot of 
international students and na-
tional students from several 
outside states other than Ken-
tucky, and it’s a really good 
way just to remind people that 
we’re here and we exist and 
we’ve got something special 
to offer,” Broderick said.
Davids also said she thinks 
the trip is important for WKU.
“It gives not only Big Red 
additional national exposure, 
but also Western because obvi-
ously, you know, Big Red has 
‘WKU’ on him,” Davids said.
Devon Hilderbrandt, SGA’s 
administrative vice president, 
who manages the SGA budget 
said he supports using SGA 
funding to help get Big Red to 
the Mascot Nationals.
“…I feel like that’s a way for 
Western Kentucky to get their 
name out” Hilderbrandt said, 
“and I feel like, what better way 
than to get Big Red out there 
competing in a competition that 
he can win, you know?” 
By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@wkuherald.com
Late inning rallies 
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WKU won the last matchup 15-5 on April 5, 2011 
in Bowling Green.
Senior third baseman Casey Dykes said they know 
they can play with the Cardinals.
“They have a good team, always do,” Dykes said. 
“We’re just looking forward to going down there. I 
feel like we can play with any team in the country.”
Nine regular players in Louisville’s offense cur-
rently have a batting average over .300 compared, to 
just fi ve Toppers hitting at that clip.
But Myers said he’s confi dent in his offense.
“We’ll try to create some opportunities for our of-
fense,” Myers said. “I love the way our offense has 
been playing.”
The Cardinals come in with a 17-4 record at home 
so far this season and have won nine of their last 11 
games.
Junior shortstop Steve Hodgins said they can’t get 
caught up in the rivalry but instead have to treat it as 
“just another game.”
“Being in Louisville, it’s going to be a great game 
and great atmosphere,” Hodgins said. “We just got to 
accept the challenge and come to play.”
The Toppers are coming off a series victory over 
Sun Belt Conference opponent Arkansas-Little Rock 
this past weekend.
Myers said confi dence coming off the series win 
will be key on Tuesday.
“We have to turn around and go play Louisville, 
who is really hot,” Myers said.
RIVAL
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
But unfortunately for the Toppers, WKU 
won’t have his services until 2013.
WKU confi rmed on Friday that Perkins 
tore the ulnar collateral ligament in his left 
elbow early last month and that he’ll miss the 
rest of this season.
Perkins, a 2012 Preseason All-Sun Belt 
Conference Team member, will undergo 
Tommy John surgery later in the week.
The typical timeframe for return to play af-
ter the surgery is one year, meaning the most 
realistic target for Perkins’ return to baseball 
would likely be early in the 2013 season.
A season-ending injury for arguably the 
Toppers’ best player is the kind of break a 12-
16 team didn’t need.
WKU has already dealt with various inju-
ries this season in its rotation, as sophomore 
right-hander Justin Hageman and junior left-
hander Tim Bado both missed starts early in 
the year.
“We’re not healthy on the mound. We 
haven’t been all year,” Head Coach Matt My-
ers said on Wednesday, two days before Per-
kins’ offi cial diagnosis was released. “When 
your No.1 pitcher’s not pitching for you in the 
conference, that makes a big difference.”
To their credit, the players aren’t using the 
loss of Perkins as an excuse. 
“Tanner’s one of the best arms in the Sun 
Belt,” senior third baseman Casey Dykes 
said. “Losing him is a big loss, but it’s not 
something we’re going to hang our head 
about.”
Hageman said, “It’s just something you’ve 
got to accept. Let him get better and get him 
healthy back doing what he needs to do.” 
For Perkins, expect a full recovery and for 
him to be pitching next year, either at WKU 
or professionally.
Ridings, now a pitcher for the Kansas City 
Royals’ minor league system, underwent the 
same operation after tearing his UCL in 2010, 
during his senior year at WKU.
“It’ll wear at you a little bit mentally 
knowing all your friends are out there playing 
the game you love,” said Ridings, WKU’s all-
time leader in wins. “…But he’s a tough kid, 
and he’ll have no problem getting through the 
rehabbing and recovering.”
As for the team, one has to wonder if the 
Toppers’ chances for making the Sun Belt 
Tournament, which it hosts this year at Bowl-
ing Green Ballpark, are in danger.
WKU sits sixth in a league where just the 
top eight teams make the league tournament. 
And life doesn’t get any easier for the Top-
pers, who go on the road for the next three 
weeks.
It’s the kind of stretch where they need a 
guy like Perkins who can eat innings, keep a 
bullpen fresh and win each series opener.





WKU players run 
onto the fi eld after 
their 8-7 victory 
over UALR Sunday 
at Nick Denes Field. 
WKU lost to UALR 
Friday but came 
back to win the 
other two games of 
the series.
Players to watch for
WKU
■ Senior, Ivan Hartle
Second Baseman
.307 BA, 25 runs, 8 doubles, 13 
RBIs, .478 OBP
■ Sophomore, Scott Wilcox 
Sophomore, First Baseman
.310 BA, 11 RBIs, 27 walks, .458 
OBP
■ Senior, Casey Dykes
Third Baseman
.303 BA, 14 RBIs, batting .500 over 
his last four games, 24 walks
LOUISVILLE
■ Sophomore, Ty Young,
Third Baseman
.413 BA, 5 doubles, 2 triples, 
19 RBIs, .522 OBP
■ Sophomore, Adam Engel,
Center Fielder 
.308 BA, 29 runs, 36 hits, 20 
SB
■ Senior, Stewart James,
First Baseman
.303 BA, 6 doubles, 8 hom-
ers, 31 RBIs, .413 OBP
Dykes has made the biggest 
jump, going from batting in the 
bottom-third of the lineup in 16 
of the fi rst 21 games he started 
to batting cleanup over the last 
fi ve games.
While batting cleanup, 
Dykes has posted a .435 batting 
average with six RBIs.
Dykes said it’s important 
for them to provide senior 
leadership, especially with how 
tough things have been up to 
this point in the season.
“As seniors, that’s something 
the younger guys look up to — 
they look for senior leadership,” 
Dykes said. “That’s something 
Coach has stressed to us, and so 
we’ve tried to take it into our hands 
when we get the opportunity.
“We try to lead by example 
and just get the job done.”
Myers said he hopes they can 
set an example that sparks the 
younger guys at the bottom of 
the lineup, which already seems 
to be happening.
He said that’s just as 
important as his seniors 
performing well.
“If the bottom part of 
the lineup is creating some 
opportunities, then you can turn 
around and have  your seniors in 
bigger situations,” Myers said.
He said he doesn’t want to 
put too much pressure on them, 
but he simply wants them to 
have the biggest impact on the 
fate of their senior season.
“They don’t need to be here 
in May having any regrets,” 
Myers said. “I’m going to put it 
on their shoulders. I’d rather do 
that than have regrets.”
SENIORS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
Smith is expected to be one of Wells’ 
biggest weapons on the line in the up-
coming season. Wells said he brings a lot 
of benefi ts to the offense.
“He’s played a lot of football, under-
stands the game well and obviously has 
great size and has strength inside,” he 
said. “He brings a lot to the table.”
Head Coach Willie Taggart said he 
needs Smith to use his strengths to be a 
leader for the entire offensive line this 
season. He said Smith is motivated by the 
thought of playing professional football 
after he graduates.
“He’s coming in with the mindset that 
he wants to get better,” Taggart said. “I 
told Adam, I want him to play on Sun-
days, but he’s got to work that way to 
play on Sundays, and he’s been doing 
that ever since he’s been back. We asked 
him to lose weight — he’s lost weight. 
He’s been the leader that we’re looking 
for.”
Smith said he’s eased into his role as a 
leader for the team during his three years 
as a starter.
“I try to lead by actions more than 
anything. It’s something I’ve been trying 
to develop over time, and I think I’m re-
ally starting to get the hang of it,” he said.
He hopes the example he tries to set 
rubs off on the rest of the offensive line. 
Smith said he’s been pleased with what 
he’s seen out of his fellow linemen this 
spring.
“I’ve been proud of the guys so far,” 
he said. “I think we’ve made strides from 
last year and are going to keep getting 
better.”
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■ SPORTS BRIEF
Quarterback DaMarcus Smith’s fi rst sea-
son at WKU was brought to a close before it 
could even start.
WKU and Head Coach Willie Taggart 
have confi rmed that Smith has been ruled in-
eligible for the 2012 season and must also sit 
out of the team’s fi nal seven spring practices.
Smith enrolled at WKU this semester and 
had been practicing over the past two weeks, 
taking several reps with the team over the 
course of the fi rst several practices. WKU 
Athletic Compliance gave no reason for 
Smith’s ineligibility.
The former Rivals.com four-star re-
cruit, who played at Louisville Seneca High 
School before signing with Central Florida, 
is the highest-rated quarterback recruit to 
ever come to WKU.
He was recruited by Louisville coming 
out of high school but signed at UCF in-
stead, where he sat out his fi rst season after 
being declared academically ineligible to 
play.
His departure leaves the Toppers with 
senior Kawaun Jakes and redshirt freshman 
James Mauro as the only healthy quarter-
backs on the WKU roster. 
Sophomore Brandon Doughty, who tore 
his ACL in a game against Indiana State on 
Sept. 17, is still recovering from his injury 
but should be ready for the start of the regular 
season.
Smith is expected to contend for the start-




Former WKU guard Kahlil Mc-
Donald was in no mood on Sun-
day to discuss how the Shamrock 
Shootout went after his team was 
eliminated from the tournament.
McDonald, who had been upset 
with the offi ciating after an earlier 
game, grew more frustrated in the 
game that eventually eliminated his 
team, Trill ENT. 
After the team lost in overtime 
to last year’s Shootout winners, 
International Papers, McDonald’s 
teammates were also critical of the 
referees at the Preston Center. 
“They need some better refs 
next year,” Trill ENT member Nate 
Williams said. “That’s what really 
cost us the game. Some of these 
guys don’t even know basketball.
“...They were cussing the whole 
game, and he did didn’t get a (techi-
cal foul), but we got tech for delay 
of game. I didn’t really understand 
that.”  
International Papers member 
Bryan Loder almost got into an 
altercation with McDonald after 
the two jostled for position on an 
inbound pass. He also said the of-
fi ciating was subpar.  
“It’s a charity tournament — 
you’re not going to have top-of-
the-line offi cials,” Loder said. “You 
get what you pay for.”  
As the game ended, McDonald 
tore off his jersey, walked off the 
court with 10 seconds remaining 
and left Preston. 
But he had a more relaxed at-
titude toward the tournament on 
Saturday before the start of his fi rst 
game. 
“I’m just chilling and having 
fun right now,” he said. 
He also added that he was still 
working hard to play professionally 
after he graduates.
McDonald was the only varsity 
basketball player eligible to play 
since he’s graduating in May.
He led a seven-man team that 
was comprised mostly of guys he 
had played with before. 
“There’s a couple of dudes 
I know from campus that play 
in Preston a lot,” he said before 
the fi rst game of the Shootout. 
“They’re pretty good.”  
For the fi rst three games of the 
Shootout, Trill ENT found a way to 
come back from a second half defi -
cit and hit the game winning shot at 
the buzzer. 
Trill ENT 
m e m b e r 
Paul Perkins, 
who slashed 
to the basket 
to get that 
last second 
lay up, said 
he enjoyed 
being on the 
fl oor with a 
player like McDonald. 
“He’s smart — he knows what 
he was supposed to do,” Perkins 
said. “When he gets in the game, 
he gets involved with the team and 
make sure everybody scores and 
plays defense.” 
McDonald averaged 8.3 points 
per game for the Toppers in 2011-
2012, hitting a team-high 55 three-
pointers and helping the Toppers 
advance to the NCAA Tourna-
ment.
Williams also praised McDon-
ald’s performance saying, “He re-
ally helped us out a lot. He passed 
the ball, he shot the ball, he played 
like one of us.”  
Trill ENT also needed another 
last second shot to win by one in 
their third game of the tournament. 
But they found themselves un-
able to hit the late shot against In-
ternational Paper. 
Despite the disappointing fi nish 
and the arguments with the refer-
ees, Williams said he enjoyed par-
ticipating. 
“It was a fun tournament,” he 
said. “We plan on coming back 
next year and hopefully we’ll win 
it.”





Quarterback Smith declared ineligible for upcoming season
After the Toppers took part in 
their fi rst full scrimmage of the 
spring season on Saturday, Head 
Coach Willie Taggart urged his de-
fense to bring more energy to prac-
tice in the next two weeks.
When the defense bounced 
back and disrupting the offense all 
morning on Monday, he said they 
were successful because something 
— or someone — was missing.
“I thought on Saturday ‘Freddie 
Soft’ came out and grabbed them 
by the neck and told them not to 
practice,” Taggart said, referring 
to the imaginary being that some-
times slows the Toppers down in 
practice. “Today we had everybody 
at every corner in here to make sure 
Freddie didn’t sneak in here. I think 
he snuck into someone’s backpack 
on offense.”
Taggart had been high on the 
defense for most of the spring up 
until Saturday, and even the players 
were disappointed with their play 
over the weekend.
Junior defensive back Arius 
Wright said the defense “took a 
step back” at the scrimmage.
“We didn’t really play with too 
much enthusiasm,” he said. “We 
didn’t play with too much energy. 
We’re normally a high-energy de-
fense — fl ying around, not letting 
the offense break tackles and all of 
that stuff.”
The mood was a little different 
after practice Monday morning. 
Senior defensive lineman Jamarcus 
Allen said the Topper defense was 
able to get back on track. 
“Our goal is to be nationally 
ranked on defense and everything 
we do on the fi eld, so we’re just one 
step closer to our goal,” he said.
Allen gave credit to the offense 
for their performance at the scrim-
mage and said on Monday that the 
defense was looking to respond.
“We hate to lose, and the of-
fense did a good job (on Saturday), 
so we wanted to have a high-ener-
gy practice today, and that’s what 
we did,” he said.
On Saturday the WKU quar-
terbacks, senior Kawaun Jakes 
and redshirt freshman James 
Mauro, each threw for over 100 
yards and a touchdown, and 
junior running back Keshawn 
Simpson had 68 rushing yards in 
11 carries.
But  Taggart said “Freddie 
Soft” must have been acting on his 
offense on Monday.
“Saturday was probably our 
best day pass-protecting, and we 
came out here today and acted like 
we never did it before, so we’ll go 
back and watch the fi lm and get 
some of those things corrected,” 
he said. “We’ve just got to be more 
consistent.”
WKU will have to get consis-
tent in a hurry. There are just fi ve 
more practices before the spring 
game on April 14 brings the spring 
practice period to a close.
Taggart said with just a few 
practices left before the spring 
game, players are more likely to 
lose their energy and motivation at 
this time of the year.
He urged his team to keep a 
familiar foe from coming back.
“We’ve got to keep ‘Freddie 
Soft’ from around here,” Taggart 
said. “This is the time of spring 
when ‘Freddie’ comes in — after 
you’ve had so many practices, and 
he says, ‘All right — enough is 
enough,’ and starts talking to guys. 
We’ve got to thump ‘Freddie’ off 
the shoulder and keep him away 
from here.”
Toppers trying to keep ‘Freddie Soft’ out of practice
DOROTHY EDWARDS/HERALD
Senior defensive lineman Quanterus Smith wipes his face during spring 
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Preferred E-mail:
WKU 800#:
Vote for your favorites in and around 
Bowling Green to enter for a chance 
to win an iPad or WKU gear!
You can choose to vote in one category or all 50, but please 
only vote for businesses located in the Bowling Green/Warren 
County area. Only WKU students, faculty and staff are 
eligible to vote, and each ballot MUST include a valid 800 
number. All entries must be received by 4:30 p.m. April 20. 
You can only enter once, either online at wkuherald.com OR by 
returning this paper ballot to the Student Publications Center.
WKU (12-16, 4-5 Sun Belt) will take on a 
ranked in-state rival Tuesday for the second 
straight week.
Last Tuesday, the Toppers fell to No. 2 Ken-
tucky by a score of 7-4 in Lexington.
WKU will get another shot against a top-25 
team as it heads north to take on No. 20 Louis-
ville (20-8) at 5 p.m. CT to begin a nine-game 
road trip.
Head Coach Matt Myers said he simply 
“can’t wait” for the matchup, given how the last 
few meetings have gone.
“It’s going to be a fun game,” Myers said. 
“Since I’ve been here, every game at Louisville 
has been competitive.”
However, the Toppers have lost the last four 
games at Louisville dating back to 2008 — los-
ing by a combined seven runs over those meet-
ings. 
One of the most impressive performances I’ve 
ever seen by a WKU athlete came from Tanner 
Perkins last March.
The then-sophomore left-
hander took the mound against 
Illinois on the Friday of spring 
break and pitched nine in-
nings of brilliant baseball.
Perkins retired 21 straight 
batters between the second 
and eighth innings on his way 
to a three-hit, one-run com-
plete game.
Perkins’ 90-pitch perfor-
mance led WKU to a 3-1 win 
in a game that lasted a mere one 
hour and 39 minutes.
The outing showed the potential of the kid from 
Brodhead, and showed that he had the potential to 
replace Matt Ridings as WKU’s next ace.
Here was a guy that could give you at least seven 
solid innings every Friday night and a chance to win 
the fi rst game of each series while allowing a coach to 
save his best relievers for later in the weekend.
One of the biggest forces on the 
Toppers’ offensive line came from the 
unlikeliest of places — Murfreesboro, 
Tenn., home of WKU rival Middle Ten-
nessee State.
Senior offensive lineman Adam 
Smith was born and raised just miles 
from MTSU, but several reasons con-
vinced him to come to WKU once he 
graduated from high school.
“It was good to get away from home 
a little bit,” he said. “Everybody from 
my high school was going to Middle 
or that area — I just kind of wanted to 
branch out and get to know some differ-
ent people. 
“I liked the guys and the coaching 
staff here, too. I felt like I fi t in.”
Smith grew up as more of a Tennes-
seean than MTSU fan, so the thought 
of playing for the Blue Raiders’ biggest 
rival didn’t bother him.
He said the initial reaction from peo-
ple in his hometown was surprisingly 
positive, and he’s still received well 
by people he knows when the Toppers 
travel to MTSU.
“They were a little shocked, but 
overall, the people that matter, they 
were happy for me to get the opportuni-
ty to come up here and do what I enjoy 
to do,” Smith said.
Coming out of high school, Smith 
was recruited by WKU offensive line 
coach Walt Wells, whose brother Bob-
by coached Smith at his high school in 
Murfreesboro.
Walt has known Smith since he was 
in ninth grade.
“As he’s developed into a player 
and played so much, he’s become a 
leader,” Wells said. “A lot of it was by 
example, but now he’s gone on to be 
more vocal.”
Smith has been a starter in all three 
of the seasons he’s been at WKU and is 
at the top of the depth chart this spring.
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Murfreesbro native now a force on WKU line
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@wkuherald.com
SEE FORCE, PAGE 10A
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Perkins’ injury a 







SEE RIVAL, PAGE 9A
SEE COLUMN, PAGE 9A
CONNOR CHOATE/HERALD
Senior infi elder Ivan Hartle slides back to fi rst after attempting to steal second Friday at Nick Denes Field against Arkansas-
Little Rock. Hartle is one of fi ve seniors on the roster for the Toppers.
Toppers rely on seniors to provide off ensive spark
WKU’s offense had been struggling 
through the early portions of the 2012 
campaign.
The mounting losses caused Head 
Coach Matt Myers to make a change in 
the lineup that he hoped would ignite the 
bats.
After dropping the first two games of 
a late March series against Florida Inter-
national, Myers moved his four senior 
bats — second baseman Ivan Hartle, 
center fielder Jared Andreoli, third base-
man Casey Dykes and right fielder Ryan 
Hutchison — to the top of the order. 
The change led to a 9-4 victory in the 
series finale against FIU and the Top-
pers have stuck with having the four se-
niors batting somewhere within the top 
five spots ever since.
Since then, WKU has posted a 3-2 re-
cord, with one of the losses coming at 
the hands of No. 2 Kentucky.
Myers said he decided to make the 
change to the seniors because they’re 
the players who will have to carry the 
load in order for the offense to get go-
ing.
“I tell them every day they have is 
one less day they’ll get back,” Myers 
said. “They need to take control of the 
situation. It’s in their hands. 
“It’s on them. They’re in the situa-
tions where they need to execute.”
Myers said he’ll keep them at the top 
of the order as long as they’re perform-
ing well like they have as of late.
“We’re going to go if those guys go, 
and we’re not going to if they don’t,” 
Myers said.
Hutchison said he and the other se-
niors embrace the change because 
they’re “ready for that challenge.”
“It says everything,” Hutchison said. 
“It says he wants the leaders to start it 
off, and everyone wants to follow the 
leaders. He’s looking to prove a point, 
and it’s worked so far.”
Hartle, Andreoli, Dykes and Hutchi-
son are four of only five seniors on 
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For coverage of WKU 
baseball's game Tuesday 
against Louisville visit
BASEBALL
Bob Holderfi eld had no experience in running a 
restaurant.
The Bowling Green native 
has worked in wholesale battery 
distribution for more than 30 
years, but that didn’t stop him 
from opening a restaurant on 
March 26. 
“My son works at the 
Mellow Mushroom in 
Lexington — he’s a student 
at UK — and we were just 
visiting there and I was 
looking at the menu and just 
thinking the whole time that 
this would work great in 
Bowling Green,” Holderfi eld 
said.
The Mellow Mushroom 
is a franchise that prides 
itself on the uniqueness of 
each individual restaurant. 
According to its website, “the 
pizza tastes good everywhere 
you go, and bottled beer, well, 
is bottled beer. But each and 
every Mellow Mushroom has 
a different vibe — and it’s all 
good.”
Bowling Green’s Mellow 
Mushroom is themed rock ’n’ 
roll and corresponding music 
plays throughout the sound 
system, Holdenfi eld said.
Jefferson has previously 
worked at three other 
restaurants, including one in 
Hilton Head, N.C., over the 
summer. He said the Mellow 
Mushroom is second only to 
that in terms of how busy it is.
The Mellow Mushroom 
opened at 11 a.m., and 
Holdenfi eld said people walked 
in right away.
Members of Kappa 
Delta sorority cel-
ebrate Thursday 
evening in the 
Downing University 
Center auditorium 
after winning the 
10th annual Unity 
Step Show with 
their zombie-
themed dance. 
Proceeds from the 
event, hosted by 
Kappa Sigma, went 
to the March of 
Dimes, an organiza-
tion that seeks to 
“help moms have 
full-term pregnan-
cies and research 
the problems that 
threaten the health 
of babies.”
Energy and excitement fi lled the crowded Downing 
University Center auditorium on Thursday night at the 
10th  Annual Unity Step Show. Kappa Delta sorority was 
the night’s winner, with Omega Phi Alpha sorority coming 
in second and Alpha Omicron Pi sorority in third place.
When the results were announced, the KDs burst into 
cheers and rushed the stage as the winners accepted their 
trophy.
Versailles senior Suzanne Adkisson said she couldn’t 
be happier with how everything turned out.
“Winning this kind of made me feel that I did my part 
and that I’m leaving KD with a good, positive note and a 
great memory to leave with,” Adkisson said.
The room was fi lled with sorority sisters wearing their 
letters and cheering on their step teams while they each 
gave their performances. Teams from Phi Mu sorority, Al-
pha Xi Delta sorority and Phi Gamma Delta (FIJI) frater-
nity also performed.
A variety of Greek organizations on campus came to-
gether for this event, with chapters from the Interfraternity 
Council, Panhellenic Association and the National Pan-
Hellenic Council all taking part in one way or another.
The step show, hosted by Kappa Sigma fraternity, 
raised more than $3,700 for the March of Dimes.
The show began as the night’s co-hosts, Kappa Sigma 
President Robert Whittley and Alpha Kappa Alpha Vice 
President Sarah Root, welcomed the crowd and did a “roll 
call.” This gave the sororities and fraternities in attendance 
a chance to cheer and chant when their name was called.
Root also coached KD for the step show.
“To just see them come out and shine the way that they 
did tonight was really good,” Root said.
The fi rst step was the only step performed by a fraterni-





duo base show on 
similar experiences
Megan Venzin and Emily Althaus learned 
early in life to fi nd the humor in hardships, but 
neither imagined that their tough upbringings 
would fuel their budding comedy careers.
Now, the pair is traveling the country as 
the Venzin-Althaus Explosion performing 
their two-woman comedy show “A Night of 
Well-Adjusted Ladies.” 
Venzin, an alumna from Franklin, found 
refuge in comedy and theatre as she watched 
her mother battle alcoholism and bipolar dis-
order.
“When you come from a home where 
you’re dealing with issues like that, you have 
to fi nd a way to laugh, or you’re screwed and 
miserable,” she said.
While attending WKU, she met Althaus, a 
Frankfort native, who was also heavily involved 
in the theatre department.
It wasn’t until the two graduated that they re-
alized they had similar childhood stories.
Althaus had started a one-woman show called 
“Stop Possuming, Mommy,” about the fi rst time 
she learned her mother was narcoleptic.
She moved to New York to continue her comedic pursuit.
Venzin took a position as a marketing director for a theatre in Cin-
cinnati but wasn’t satisfi ed.
“I always knew I wanted to move to the city where I could be active 
in theatre,” she said.
While catching up with Althaus in the city, she learned Althaus had 
a show about her mother.
Ironically, Venzin kept a Word document about all the things her 
mother did under the infl uence.
SEE STEP, PAGE 2B
SEE COMEDY, PAGE 2B
By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE
diversions@wkuherald.com
KD wins Unity Step Show
EMILY ALTHAUS
Mellow Mushroom brings 
exciting atmosphere to BG
By NATALIE HAYDEN
diversions@wkuherald.com
















To just see 
them come 
out and shine 
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Paint splattered and 
drywall dust littered 
the fl oors, walls and 
windowsills of the new 
storefront. The building, 
soon to open as Cloud 9 
Hookah, was in constant 
motion with construction 
and renovation.
The owners, Joshua 
Smith and Kenan Fish, were 
also in constant motion. 
They were doing the work 
themselves, saving the 
plumbing and electricity for 
licensed workers.
Their goal for all of this 
hard work is a place for the 
Bowling Green community 
to come and share their 
passion for hookah.
“Hookah is a sexy way 
to smoke,” Smith said. 
Their new place is set to 
open in mid-April at 802 
Broadway Ave.
Smith, originally from 
Boone, N.C., and a 2009 
graduate of WKU, recently 
returned to Bowling Green 
to open the shop alongside 
his friend Fish.
The pair roomed 
together in Pearce-Ford 
Tower as sophomores, and 
Smith said they have been 
best friends ever since.
After leaving 
WKU with a degree in 
International Relations 
with a concentration in 
Middle Eastern studies, 
Smith left Bowling Green 
with his wife, Wendy, to 
work in Virginia.
Yet, after time away 
from Bowling Green, the 
couple was eager to return.
“We were not fans of 
Virginia at all,” said Wendy, 
also a WKU graduate with 
a degree in hospitality 
management.
Joshua said he became 
more involved in hookah 
during his time in Virginia, 
although he enjoyed 
smoking it during college 
and during his year 
studying abroad in Jordan.
Fish, also a WKU 
graduate, was also 
introduced to hookah in 
college. The Elizabethtown 
native admitted he wasn’t 
as enthusiastic as Joshua 
was. 
“Josh got into hookah 
fi rst,” Fish said. “I didn’t 
initially like hookah when 
I tried it.”
Things changed in the 
next few years as Smith 
started learning more 
about hookah. After he 
graduated from WKU with 
a psychology degree, Fish 
spent time abroad in West 
Africa and Costa Rica. 
He returned to Bowling 
Green in December 2011 
and agreed to open the shop 
with Smith.
After scoping the area 
for a suitable building, 
Smith said he happened 
upon the current location 
as he was driving on 
Broadway.
Since purchasing the 
space, located on the corner 
of Broadway and High 
Street, Smith and Fish said 
they have been working 
to create a place where 
people can come and be 
comfortable.
Fish and Smith want 
to keep the design choices 
minimalistic and modern, 
a step away from the look 
and feel of a lot of hookah 
lounges.
Wendy helped the 
partners make these design 
decisions, while still 
working remotely for her 
old employer in Virginia.
“Our goal is to take the 
tradition of hookah and 
integrate it into a modern 
experience,” Joshua said. 
By ANNA ANDERSON
diversions@wkuherald.com
WKU grad to open hookah lounge
“She does things like buy a thousand air 
fresheners from QVC,” Venzin said.
They realized their crazy stories could be 
a hit.
Their fi rst performance was for a group of 
friends at the New York Theatre Workshop 
where Althaus worked. 
With a sketchpad as their only prop, the 
duo acted out their mothers and the crowd 
loved it.
At the end of their show, they encouraged 
the audience to share some of their own 
maternal stories.
With the confi dence boost they needed, 
the ladies took the show to the Cincinnati 
Fringe Festival where they received more 
rave reviews.
Now, the Venzin-Althaus Explosion is 
headed back to their roots at WKU.
“I’m pumped to perform there and show 
people that we’re actually doing what they 
taught us,” Venzin said. “These people knew 
me when I was dealing with the issues I talk 
about in the show.”
Althaus said she’s sure her mother will be 
in attendance.
“She’s begged me several times to come,” 
Althaus said. “She’ll be in the back cheering 
on her babies.”
David Young, department head of theatre 
and dance, said it feels great to know that he 
taught both of them.
“Both were very bright and inventive,” he 
said. “It certainly seems right up their alley.”
Young said he looks forward to seeing the 
show in April.
“I would imagine there’s a mixture of 
some humor and some serious topics to 
shock people, but those guys are always 
entertaining,” he said.
Venzin said the show is meant to be 
empowering and funny.
“We didn’t want to come off as these 
pitiful people that wanted a venue to 
complain about our moms,” she said. “I 
think it’s a relief for a lot of people to see 
that we come from these dysfunctional 
situations and can get up and laugh about 
it. I think they’ll refl ect on their lives and 
laugh, too.”
Showtimes are at 8 p.m. on April 27 at 
Spencer’s Coffee and 10 p.m. on April 28 at 
Gordon Wilson Hall’s lab theatre. Both shows 
are $5 at the door, and some of the proceeds 
go to scholarships for the Department of 
Theatre and Dance.
Each step had its own theme. KD’s 
theme was 'Zombies' with the performers 
sporting wild hair and makeup to appear 
like zombies.
Cincinnati senior Kayla Spelling, who 
performed in the step, came up with the 
zombie idea.
“I’m really strange and weird,” Spelling 
said. “And I love horror fi lms, and we 
were trying to think of something that was 
going to be different and crazy and kind 
of scary and so I thought, ‘Why not do a 
zombie apocalypse that hit WKU?’”
A unique aspect of KD’s performance 
was the video footage of zombie attacks 
woven in throughout their step.
Another KD performer, Winchester 
senior Jessica Meibers, said the video was 
also Spelling’s idea.
“She just kind of took hold of that 
and just went with it and did an amazing 
job on our video, and we were just super 
excited,” Meibers said. “It was something 
different that no one else had, so that was 
what we were really looking forward to.”
Cincinnati sophomore Kristen Foltz 
said the team worked really hard at each 
practice to prepare for their performance.
“Every single time it’s been go, go, 
go,” Foltz said.
All the themes of the night varied 
greatly. OPA’s theme was “Most Wanted 
Steppers” featuring orange jumpsuits 
and a jailhouse breakout. AOPi’s theme 
was “Team Pandemonium.” Their theme 
featured their performers as secret agents, 
similar to Charlie’s Angels, and they had 





AdFed offers students 
practice and careers
After nearly a year of hard work, AdFed, 
WKU’s advertising club, has submitted a 
32-page marketing campaign to the National 
Student Advertising Competition.
Hermitage, Tenn., senior Jessica Trocco-
li, Lexington senior Kelley Boothe, Bowl-
ing Green senior Mitch Henson, Smithfi eld 
senior Tom Schatzinger and Bowling Green 
senior Eric Brodzinski will present their 
top-secret marketing plan for Nissan to the 
NSAC in Akron, Ohio, on April 21 at the 
district competition.
This annual competition provides stu-
dents with real-world experience in their fu-
ture fi elds.
Brodzinski, a competition presenter and 
AdFed recruiter, said the team has an unusu-
ally good chance of winning this year due to 
the new format of the project.
“The reason it’s so cool this year is that 
it’s normally an in-class project,” Brodzinski 
said. “So this year we went to the faculty and 
got permission to do it on our own. We’ve 
been working on it all year instead of just a 
semester.”
Brodzinski said the group owes their suc-
cess to the leadership of Troccoli and Boothe, 
along with the faculty support of Associate 
Professor Mark Simpson.
“We were handed this huge project,” 
Brodzinski said. “We didn’t have it in a class-
room, and it’s really hard since we don’t have 
a lot of experience. Mark Simpson just gave 
us really great guidance. From getting pizza 
to keeping us motivated, he was there for the 
duration.”
WKU has come in the top three at NSAC 
for the last several years, usually coming in 
under the University of Kentucky or the Uni-
versity of Ohio. The district has 10 schools in 
the competition.
Brodzinski said a win would give the ad-
vertising department much-deserved recog-
nition.
Because of his membership in AdFed and 
the American Advertising Federation, Brodz-
inski was able to participate in the presenta-
tion.
“AdFed offers really good opportunities 
that teach you how to make professional and 
personal connections in the business, because 
that’s really important to succeed,” Brodzin-
ski said.
Paige Johnson, a WKU graduate, was 
president of AdFed last semester. She cred-
its Adfed with connecting her to Power Cre-
ative, an advertising agency in Louisville 
where she works as a media coordinator.
On an AdFed trip to Power Creative, 
Johnson was able to make contacts, apply 
and then get a job after graduating in Decem-
ber.
“AdFed is about networking, making 
connections and keeping up with the latest 
advertising trends,” Johnson said.
Alexandria sophomore Rachael Fusting 
said AdFed has already helped her make sev-
eral signifi cant connections.
She said AdFed trips and activities have 
shown her the diversity of the advertising 
fi eld.
“I love it because you are around people 
who show you the structure of an ad agency,” 
Fusting said. “You have to think of yourself 
in different categories. Some agencies focus 
on the business side and some do video edit-
ing.”
Fusting and Brodzinski both said they are 
looking forward to the next AdFed trip to At-
lanta, Ga., on April 13. The group will tour 
two agencies and make new contacts.
By MARY ANNE ANDREWS
diversions@wkuherald.com
DOROTHY EDWARD/HERALD
WKU graduates Kenan Fish and Joshua Smith paint the build-
ing that will soon be Cloud 9 Hookah Saturday. Fish and Smith 
hope to be able to open their hookah lounge by April 13.
EARLY MEAL PLAN SIGN UP
Sign up for your Fall Meal Plan from
April 2nd- 20th
& be entered to win 
200 Meal Plan Dollars or 
a Fridge Fully Stocked Coke.
Go to TopNet to sign up or come to our 
EMPSU Tables on April 17th & 18th.
NEXT YEAR’S 
MEAL PLAN AT 
THIS YEAR’S PRICE
WIN 200 MEAL PLAN DOLLARS OR 
A FRIDGE FULLY STOCKED COKE!
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KD tournament marks 10-year 
milestone for Shamrock Shootout
Stacey Forsythe remembers 
when the Shamrock Shootout 
was just beginning.
Ten years ago, Forsythe was 
an event chairperson for the fi rst 
year of the philanthropy while a 
member of Kappa Delta sorority 
at WKU.
Now the KD chapter adviser, 
Forsythe watched the event she 
helped create reach its 10-year 
anniversary.
“The fi rst year of the tour-
nament, we only had about 13 
teams,” Forsythe said. “The next 
year we had about 20, and 10 
years later, we have to cap the 
number at 60.”
Forsythe said the Shamrock 
Shootout has been a great phi-
lanthropy event for the sorority. 
“It’s something that a lot of 
people, including the teams, 
look forward to,” she said.
One of those teams, known 
as Package Deal, has been dedi-
cated to the Shamrock Shootout 
since its very fi rst tournament. 
Team captain Hopkinsville resi-
dent Eric Davie,explained the 
reasoning behind the team’s 10-
year relationship with the event.
“We love the competition we 
get here,” Davie said. “It’s great 
to be able to just come out and 
play basketball.”
Teammate and close friend 
Keith Leslie agreed.
“We like playing basketball 
together,” Leslie said. “We don’t 
have to worry about stuff when 
we’re playing. We do it as often 
as we can. I guess you could say 
we make a little vacation out of 
it.”
Leslie said that basketball has 
been a large factor in the friend-
ship shared between the team-
mates, as he revealed the story 
behind the team name “Package 
Deal.”
“We all founded this team,” 
he said. “We all played intramu-
ral basketball in college. Well, 
we got split up, and one team 
ended up making it to the cham-
pionship, and one team didn’t. 
Ever since then, we always play 
together — we’re a package 
deal.”
But the roots of their passion 
for the Shamrock Shootout stem 
past their love of basketball — 
the issue of child abuse hits 
close to home for these men.
“We’re all very passionate 
about kids,” Davie said. “Most 
of us spend a lot of time with 
them on a daily basis. Two of us 
work in schools, and two oth-
ers work in areas that deal with 
mental health care for neglected 
children.”
Proceeds from the event went 
to the Family Enrichment Cen-
ter in Bowling Green and Pre-
vent Child Abuse America, said 
Glasgow sophomore Taylor Em-
berton, chairperson of the event.
“A lot of kids won’t open up 
about it,” Davie said. “But child 
abuse is still there. It still hap-
pens.”
The Shamrock Shootout 
raised about $20,000 this year, 
Emberton said. The team Hoop 
Y’all were the winners of the 
tournament.
Despite their loss in the tour-
nament, Package Deal is ready 
to make their eleventh appear-
ance in the Shamrock Shootout 
next year.
“Oh, yeah, we’ll defi nitely be 




Georgetown sophomore Kaylie Boehm reacts to players trying to keep a 
ball in bounds Sunday during the 10th annual Shamrock Shootout in the 
Preston Center. Proceeds from the event, presented by Kappa Delta, went 
to the Family Enrichment Center of Bowling Green.  Hoop Yall won the 
















“They started rolling in 
at 11-ish,” he said. “I think 
we got to a wait at about 
noon. We had a good crowd 
and it’s been steady ever 
since.” 
The crowds usually 
consist of families during 
the day, while more 
college students visit at 
night, Holdenfi eld said.
Frankfort freshman 
Mackie Fraley said he 
likes Bowling Green’s 
newest pizza place.
“I think it’s fantastic,” 
Fraley said. “I want to 
know how they make it, 
what ingredients they use, 
because it tastes so fresh 
and organic. They cook it 
perfectly.”
Fraley also said he likes 
the “psychedelic” and 
“groovy” decor.
“It’s all kinds of 
goodness,” he said.
Holdenfi eld said he is 
glad he decided to open 
the restaurant.
“I just got kind of 
tired of the rat race of 
the corporate world and 
wanted to do something 
fun and exciting,” he said. 
“This is fun and exciting, 
and I’m making money at 
this, offering good food 
and good service, a fun 
place to work and a fun 
place to visit.”
The wheel clicked on, fi lling 
the concrete-walled space with 
a low purr. The scent of warm, 
damp concrete lingered in the 
air. A chunk of soft grey mud 
spun into a thick cylinder. 
Forming his hands around 
the clay, Somerset junior Phil 
Claunch began his next proj-
ect. He relies on his palms and 
the soft pads of his fi ngertips as 
much as artists would rely on 
their eyes. He focused intently 
and morphed the mound on the 
spinning disk. 
“Clay is something I fell in 
love with in high school, and 
still to this day I’m trying to fi g-
ure out what it is I love about it,” 
Claunch said. “I think that’s part 
of the journey.”
Each ceramics student at 
WKU is on a journey — one 
that brings them together in this 
space. Claunch refers to others 
in the major as the most “real 
and amazing” people he has ever 
met — “lifelong friends” he calls 
them. 
It’s easy to pick out the stu-
dents in this group. The white 
powdered thighs of their jeans 
and crusted clay bottom of their 
sleeves are signals of time spent 
at the wheel. They pop in and out 
of the studio throughout the day, 
sometimes staying late into the 
night.
Bowling Green senior Rachel 
Fiehn rekindles her journey in 
the same spot each day, sitting 
in her usual seat in the back cor-
ner of the classroom. She’s sur-
rounded by shelves of discarded 
projects and an array of unusual 
objects intended to inspire. 
A box to her left brimmed 
with a pale grey coil, a dog chain 
and a miniature plastic Tyran-
nosaurus rex. She sat in front of 
her latest creation with red clay 
caked in the cuticles on her left 
hand. In her right hand she held a 
pen tool used for carving details. 
Fiehn moved to Bowling 
Green from Illinois with her 
family in 2006 after her mother 
was diagnosed with Uterine 
Leiomyosarcoma. By the time 
doctors found the cancer, it had 
spread throughout her abdomi-
nal cavity. She was given six 
months to live.
“It was really hard for all of 
us, especially because as much 
as I love my dad, my mom is re-
ally my rock,” Fiehn said.
Her mother beat the odds 
and is now in remission, but the 
event changed Fiehn’s perspec-
tive on life.
“I think that’s part of why I 
changed majors actually,” she 
said. “It’s going to be harder to 
be secure than if I had a more 
book-learning type of degree. 
But life is short, and you should 
do what you want and what is ac-
tually going to make you happy.”
Ceramics offers her a path 
to her future career, but it also 
helps her uncover the road that 
she’s already on.
The red mass of rectangles 
sitting in front of her were the 
latest installment in a series that 
she’s been working on for sev-
eral years. 
Lacking holes that would 
serve as tunnels for vision, and 
with no recognizable features of 
a face, she made her own inter-
pretation of a mask.
“Every day we have the per-
son that’s inside of us and then 
the person that we show to the 
rest of the world,” Fiehn said. 
“Masks are a great way to rep-
resent that to me just because it’s 
something that’s hiding you. 
“But you can also tell people 
things about yourself by the 
mask you put on. That’s why 
I really am drawn to them as 
something in my life.”
As she worked, the front half 
of the classroom bustled with ac-
tivity as Introduction to Ceram-
ics students carved, molded and 
pounded their clay. The wheels 
rested silently.
“If this breaks, I’m going 
to scream,” Fiehn said as she 
turned the mask over.
Owensboro senior Jennifer 
Segrest laughed and replied to 
Fiehn, “That’s better than what 
I do. I throw things and break 
'em.” 
A large clay jack toy rested on 
the shelf behind Segrest. It’s one 
of her most recent projects. She 
said she often fi nds inspiration 
for her projects by observing 
toys. She also derives inspiration 
from movies, music and Lewis 
Carroll’s tale, Alice in Wonder-
land.
“I’ve always drawn.” Segrest 
said. “I haven’t ever really done 
anything really three-dimension-
al before I started doing this, and 
it’s different. It’s more hands-on 
,and I really like doing things 
with my hands. I like being able 
to build things and whatever I 
see in my mind — to see all the 
sides of it.”
One thing most students 
agreed about is that their time in 
the studio helps them forget their 
worries.
“There’s something thera-
peutic about sculpting the clay,” 
Segrest said. “You kind of forget 
about the stuff you’re stressed 
out about.”
Others said they enjoy ce-
ramics because it transcends the 
typical skills used in art. WKU 
ceramics assistant professor 
Lindsay Oesterritter said the 
craft appeals to both sides of her 
brain.
“That’s why I like ceramics, 
is [because of] the chemistry 
and the fi ring and the glazes,” 
Oesterritter said. “The geom-
etry behind the planning of 
things, too. I really appreciate 
that.”
She attributed the sense of 
community in WKU’s ceramics 
program to their dependence on 
one another.
“Ceramics is one of the few 
[arts] where you’ll share a lot,” 
she said. “You share tools, or you 
share ideas, or you share clay. 
The students also work together 
to fi re the clay. They never do it 
all by themselves. They always 
work together. 
“They also make the clay to-
gether. Even though your idea 
and what you’re doing is kind 
of independent, in the bigger 
picture you really need other 
people.”
As the students’ skills grow, 
they’re learning how to rely 
on one another. The purr of the 
wheel clicked on once more at 
10:30 p.m. on a Monday night. 
Claunch and his friend, 
Franklin sophomore Kelly Pow-
ell, have returned to the studio 
to continue making vases. The 
solid, thick bricks of clay slow-
ly took shape as they hollowed 
out and their walls rose up over 
Claunch’s thumbs and index fi n-
gers. 
After trying a new technique 
by skimming an irregularly 
rounded piece of wood against 
the surface of his nearly com-
pleted vase, Claunch said, “Oh 
my god, that looks awesome. 
I’m keeping this one.” 
The effect is a wave that undu-
lates around the center of the piece.
Claunch prefers to create 
functional pieces that serve as 
vessels. He said he’ll spend the 
rest of the evening “throwing 
pots, making a fool of myself 
and learning from it.”
The students took a break, 
turned off their wheels and wan-
dered to the back corner of the 
classroom.
“I’m going to do a handstand 
now. It’s just that time,” Powell 
said at midnight.
Her arms rose and, with a lean 
back and a jolt forward, she sent 
a wave of momentum through 
her legs. Her sneakers waved 
unsteadily in the air, suspended 
for a few moments before falling 
back to the ground. 
Claunch often brings an 
acoustic guitar to the studio. The 
two will play and sing Elliott 
Smith, Nick Drake or the Beatles 
songs.
Their singing drew in two 
women from the overnight 
cleaning crew. 
Claunch brushed back the 
green streaks of hair that have 
been dyed on the top of his head. 
Powell had a matching yellow 
patch at the base of her skull. 
When they fi nished, the two 
BSAs clapped. 
“That was great,” one of them 
said.
All around the room, rows of 
shelves fi lled with pottery served 
as a reminder that this is a space 
to create, to experiment and to be 
inspired. The periodic clicks that 
ignite the buzzing spin of the 
pottery wheels signal progress, 
creation and a type of education 
that must be felt to be learned.
“Because we’re here every 
single day, people actually come 
and spend time instead of just 




Ceramics is one of the few [arts] where 
you’ll share a lot. You share tools, or you 
share ideas, or you share clay. The students 
also work together to fi re the clay. They 






Students fi nd inspiration through ceramics
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